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How to Choose the Right A-levels
A duliall A-levels 3 g JUds i
Choosing the right A-levels can be a huge dilemma for many

students, particularly for those who aren’t sure what they want
.to do at university and beyond
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If you want to study medicine, then it's crucial that you pick the
right A-levels. Chemistry is a must-have subject wherever you plan to
study, but there are certain other ‘essentials’ depending on the partic-
ular university you want to go to.

Essential A-levels
= Chemistry, biology and either maths or physics (or both) will
keep all the medical schools open to you.
= |If you don’t take maths or physics but do take chemistry and
biology, it will keep open the vast majority.

= |f you don’t take biology, but do take chemistry and one from
maths or physics, fewer medical schools will accept you.
L glgul) aglall of Lia gl gl Jlaa | B Jand) g Al yall
If you're planning to study a biology or biological sciences de-
gree, unsurprisingly the majority of courses will require you to have
A-level biology under your belt, though a few may accept you with
any science subject.
Essential A-levels
= Biology.
= Many courses also require at least one from chemistry, phys-
ics or maths — preferences for particular subjects vary between uni-
versities.

As a general rule of thumb, the A-levels combo that will keep as
many options open to you as possible is biology, chemistry and maths.
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Whether you want to study building services engineering, build-
ing surveying or construction management, many building degree
courses require you to have A-levels (or equivalent) in maths or
physics (or both).

Essential A-levels

Maths and/or physics (for building services engineering).

Useful A-levels

= Maths.

= Physics.

= A science subject.
= Business studies.

slassl) Jlaa B Jand) g dusd )

In most cases, an A-level in chemistry is essential though a handful
may accept you with any science subject.
Essential A-levels
= Chemistry.
= Occasionally maths.
Most courses require chemistry and would like maths and one other
science subject (e.g. physics, biology).

Sgasl ale B Jaad) g A yall
Some computer science courses will require maths — and for a
handful of courses, further maths is also preferred.
Essential A-levels

= Maths .
= Physics.
= Chemistry
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If you want to study dentistry, then it’'s crucial you pick the right
A-levels. Most courses will ask for chemistry or biology or both, but a
few will also expect maths or physics A-level.

Essential A-levels

= Chemistry, biology and either maths or physics (or both) will
keep all dentistry courses open to you.

= If you don’t take maths or physics but do take chemistry and
biology, most courses will accept you.

= If you only take one from chemistry or biology, fewer dentistry
courses will accept you.

Adigh Jlae b Jaadl g Al jl
If you want to study engineering, then it’s crucial that you pick

the right A-levels. Maths is a must-have subject whatever type of
engineering you want to study, but there are certain other ‘essen-
tials’ or preferred subjects depending on the course you apply to.
The following requirements apply to degrees in engineering, aero-
nautical engineering, chemical engineering, civil engineering and
mechanical engineering.

Essential A-levels

= Maths.

= Chemistry for chemical engineering

= Usually physics

il Jaa B Jaad) g Al yat)

Whether you’re interested in working with children or you'd prefer to
specialise in mental health, unsurprisingly nursing usually require at
least one science. Some courses ask for biology or another science.
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You don’t necessarily need A-level economics to study an econom-
ics degree, but some courses specify maths as a must-have A-level.
Take a look at individual economics courses on Which? University to
find out the most popular subjects students studied before attending.

Essential A-levels
= Maths (some courses).
= Business Studies

&ty Aall) Jlae B Jandl g A yal)

If you’re planning to study English at university, an A-level in En-
glish literature or English language and literature will keep all English
courses open to you. But you may find that combining your A-level
in English with certain other subjects is a useful way to prepare for
degree-level studies.

Essential A-levels
= English literature / English literature and language (some
courses will accept English language on its own).

(lalaall ) ¢y oial Jlaa B Jaall g Al all

Think you have to do A-level law to go on and study a degree in it?
Not necessarily. Law is a popular degree that is normally open to you
with any A-levels. However, certain A-level choices will help prepare
you for law at degree level, and may give you an edge over other
applicants. Recommended:

Business studies.
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If you’re planning to study maths at university, you may find that
combining your A-level in maths with certain other subjects is a useful
way to prepare for degree study. And it's not just further maths that
will complement your maths A-level —a science subject could help
too.
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The following requirements also apply to degrees in statistics.

Essential A-levels

» Maths, sometimes further maths
= Physics.

= Chemistry.

= Business studies.

£ 3l Jae b Jaall g s

Not only is physics a must-have subject, but maths is essential too.
A small number of courses will accept just one of these, but study
both to keep all your options open.

Essential A-levels
=  Maths.
= Physics.
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Politics is a popular degree that is normally open to you with any A-lev-
els. However, certain A-level choices will help to prepare you for study-
ing politics at degree level.

Essential A-levels
= Maths.
= English literature.

= Business studies.
bl ale Jlaa b Jaad) g Ayt

_Psychology and other social sciences like sociology are popular de-
grees normally open to you with any A-levels. However, certain A-level
subject choices will help prepare you for studying psychology at degree
level, and may give you an edge over other applicants.

Essential A-levels

= Afew courses ask for one or more from biology, chemistry, maths
or physics.
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Therearetwomainpathsintoteaching: youcouldtakeateachertraining
undergraduate degree, or you could study a different subject and then
take the postgraduate route into teaching (via a PGCE qualification).
The A-levels listed here refer to the teacher training degree require-
ments, whether you want to become a primary or a secondary school
teacher. You should also decide whether or not there is a subject you
want to specialise in.

Essential A-levels

At least one from:
= biology, chemistry, English, maths, physics.

You may not need A-levels for some general primary courses;
CACHE meets the entry requirements for early years primary teach-
ing and a large number of primary education teacher training degrees.

bl cdal) Jlae A Jeadl g Al al)

If you want to study veterinary science or medicine, it's crucial that
you pick the right A-levels. Chemistry is a must-have subject wherev-
er you plan to study, but there are certain other ‘essentials’ depending
on the particular university you want to go to.

Essential A-levels

= Chemistry.

=  Combining chemistry, biology and either maths or physics (or
taking both) is the best way to keep all veterinary courses open to
you.
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= Pharmacy must have: chemistry, plus at least one from biol-
ogy, maths and physics
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